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Published articles, defined as articles assigned a DOI and posted online (Accepted 
Articles, Early View, or articles published in an issue), can be retracted for scientific or 
ethical reasons. A retraction can be initiated by the author(s) of the article or by one of 
the journal editors, but the final decision is at the discretion of the journal’s Editor-in-
Chief. A “Retraction Statement” containing the full bibliographic information (i.e., title, 
full list of authors, DOI) together with a detailed explanation for retraction will be 
published with the retracted article and on its own in a future issue. The article pdf will be 
denoted as retracted with a watermark and explicit web text, and will remain on the 
webpage. Both the original article and the retraction will crosslink, and be clearly joined. 
The retracted article will remain available on the journal webpage unless exceptional 
(e.g., legal) reasons require its removal. SETAC journals follow guidance from the 
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) when considering retractions 
(http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf) 


