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SETAC North America (NA) - Student Activities Committee (NA-SAC) 
 
Submitted by Veronica McNew (chair) and Pending (vice-chair) 
 
2011 Accomplishments 
 

• The Student Activities Committee reports another successful year providing programs and opportunities for 
SETAC students.  We worked closely again this year with the meeting program committee as we developed the 
student activities program for Boston.  A list of the committee members is attached.  The Student Activities 
Committee will meet from 9:00-10:00am on Sunday, November 13, 2011 in Boston to prepare for the student 
events at the meeting.   

 
• A new leadership succession plan for the SAC was developed and implemented in 2010.  This plan will be 

incorporated into the new bylaws for the committee in 2011, along with new guidelines for committee membership 
and relationship with the SETAC Student Council.  The by-laws have been updated, but still need a few details 
fine tuned during the Boston meeting.  They will be submitted to the board for approval by the end of the calendar 
year.   

• At the 2010 annual SETAC-NA meeting in Portland, the NASAC (SETAC Student Council) hosted a student 
noontime seminar on Monday featuring a seminar on preparing for careers, with young SETAC professionals as 
speakers.  Each of the panel members provided wonderful insight and advice to a very attentive student 
audience.  We also hosted another very successful student-mentor dinner; in 2010 we again asked the mentors to 
contribute toward their dinner in order to have more funds going directly to the students.  The mentors fully 
supported the idea and we will continue this in the future.  A second student noontime seminar on Wednesday, 
focusing on how students can get involved on SETAC-NA committees was well attended.  The 10th annual Silent 
Auction ran from Sunday through Tuesday, with proceeds of just under $3000 going to fund SETAC student 
activities.   

 
• For the 2011 meeting in Boston, the Student Program co-chairs Monique Perron, Carrie Friedman and Veronica 

McNew have worked with the NASAC chair Ashley Jessick to develop a full offering of student events for the 
annual meeting program.  Ashley and the Student Council took responsibility for planning and organizing the two 
noontime seminars for the Boston meeting.  SETAC office prepared program write-ups for the meeting webpage.  
Our student program for the 2011 annual meeting in Boston is shown below.  This year the student programs will 
include the annual student career-mentor dinner on Monday, two noontime seminars for students: “How to 
Network” (Monday), and “How to write a grant” (Wednesday). The 10th annual Silent Auction will run from Sunday 
through Tuesday, with proceeds going to fund SETAC student activities.  There is also a student social at 
McGreevy’s that is sponsored by the North Atlantic Chapter of SETAC. 
 

• We have provided notices in member emails about the student programs and the 2010 Silent Auction.  The Silent 
Auctions have raised about $39,000 since 2001.  All of this money is earmarked for student programs within 
SETAC-NA.  
 

• We advertised the "Student Training Exchange Opportunity" to support North America SETAC student members 
and received seven applications.  Three students were recipients of the award.  A fourth student would have also 
received the award, but was not a current NA-SETAC member.  Membership will be checked before reviewing 
applications in the future.  Of the three recipients, we received one report on the training completed, one student 
whose training was occurring in China has not yet completed the training and is still working on the logistics and 
have not yet received a report from the 3rd recipient.  
  
On-going activities 

 
• STUDENT TRAINING EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY: The deadline date for applications for the 2011 awards will 

be announced at the beginning of the year.   
 

• STUDENT COUNCIL: Completed the sixth year of the SETAC Student Council (NASAC) with representatives 
elected from each regional chapter and a representative on the SETAC NA Board of Directors.  Ashley Jessick is 
the Student Council chair and current representative to the SETAC-NA Board of Directors.   
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• WEB PAGE:  A Student Section of SETAC web page see pages developed to aid easy access of information 
about SETAC and various opportunities within SETAC to students.  We may include incorporating newsletter 
information for students, links to Student awards, student membership, listing of colleges with toxicology 
programs, student programs in chapters, North American annual meeting student programs, other annual meeting 
student programs, chat/discussion area (e.g., welcome to the student section discussion forum, post a new article 
(starting a new thread).  Still in development. 
 
Student Events at the 2011 NA Annual Meeting (Boston, MA) 
 

• Monday Noon Student Interactive Seminar: “How to Network” 
• Monday evening Student-Mentor Dinner: This year we will again ask the mentors to donate a portion of their 

meal cost.  Many have already indicated in their acceptance of being a mentor that they wished to do so. 
• Wednesday Noon Student Interactive Seminar:  “How to Write a Grant  
• Wednesday Night Social at McGreevy’s 
• 10th Annual Silent Auction: Sunday evening through the poster social on Tuesday.  This is a fundraising event 

to benefit the Student Activities/Student Members.  
 
 

SETAC Student Activities Committee 2010-2011 
 

 Name & Affiliation Sector Term Email Telephone /  
Fax 

1 Cindy Howard 

University of Houston-Clear 
Lake Biology & Environ Sci 
2700 Bay Area Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77058 

Academia 
Past-Chair 

2008-
2011 

howardc@uhcl.edu 281-283-3745 
283-283-3709 

2 Monique Perron 
 
 

Govt  perron.monique@gmail.com 
 

 

3 Burton Suedel 

Waterways Experiment 
Station EP-R 
3909 Halls Ferry Road 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 

Govt 
 

2010-
2013 

burton.suedel@erdc.usace.army.mi
l 

601-634-4578 
601-634-3120 

4 Julann Spromberg 

NOAA Fisheries 
Environmental Conservation 
Dept 
2725 Montlake Blvd, East 
Seattle, WA 98112 

Govt 
 

2009-
2012 

julann.spromberg@noaa.gov  206-302-2426 
206-860-3335 

5 Bryan Brooks 

Dept of Environmental 
Studies 
Baylor University  
PO Box 97226 
Waco, TX 76798-7266 

Academia 2010-
2013 

Bryan_Brooks@baylor.edu 254-710-6553 
254-710-3409 

6 Veronica McNew 

Environmental Enterprises 
USA, Inc. 
58485 Pearl Acres Road, 
Suite D 
Slidell, LA 70461 

Business 
– 
Consulting 
Chair 

2009-
2012 

vmcnew@eeusa.com 985-646-2787 
985-646-2810 

7 Barry Gillespie Business - 2009- bgillespie@entrix.com 713-662-1908 
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 Name & Affiliation Sector Term Email Telephone /  
Fax 

ENTRIX, Inc. 
5252 Westchester, Suite 250 
Houston, TX 77005 

Consulting 2012 713-666-5227 

8 Jennifer Bouldin 

Arkansas State University 
Department of Environmental 
Sciences 
PO Box 847 
Jonesboro, AR 72467 

Academia 2010-
2013 

jbouldin@astate.edu 870-972-2570 
870-972-2577 

9 Carey Friedman Academia  clf@mit.edu 
 

 

10 Sue Beach 

3M Company, Env Hlth & 
Safety 
3M Center 
Building 260-05-N-17 
Maplewood, MN 55144 

Business - 
Industry 

2007-
2010 

sabeach@mmm.com 651-733-9843 

11 Jaclyn Cañas 
Texas Tech University 
Dept of Environ Toxicology 
PO Box 41163 
Lubbock, TX 79409 

Academia 2009-
2012 

jaclyn.canas@tiehh.ttu.edu 806-885-0308 

12 Sarah Armstrong 
Shell, Inc. 
Westhollow Technology Ctr 
3333 Highway 6 South 
Houston, TX 77082 

Business - 
Industry 

2009-
2012 

s.armstrong@shell.com 
 

281-544-8410 

13 Ashley Jessick  
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center/ Univ. of Neb. - Omaha 

Graduate Research Assistant 

Omaha , NE  

Student  ashleyjessick@gmail.com 
 

402-554-3302 

14 Jennifer Cole 
Graduate Student of 
Environmental Toxicology 
TIEHH 
Texas Tech University 
1207 Gilbert Drive 
Lubbock, Texas 79416 
 

Student  jennifer.cole@TIEHH.TTU.edu 
 

806-885-4567  
 

 


